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A 

bill 

For the Suppression of dangerous Associations 
or Assemblies in Ireland. 



Note.— Tie Words printed in Italics a'rd proposed to be inserted 
in the Ctimtnittee. 



W iipeK.® 3§>' an Association h'athfor some time past existed 1 
in 'Ireland; calling itself, or'Wlnchh'afh been usually called, 

“ The Catholic Association,” the acts and proceedings of which are 
dangerous to the Public Tranquillity, and itfcorisisteiit With the exircise 
3 of regular Government ; ft tjttrfott C-tmmi, by The KING’S CholicA.- 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of °d 

the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, THAT from 
and after the commencement of this Act, the said Association shall be 
10 and the same is hereby utterly suppressed and prohibited; and every 
Assembly or Meeting thereof, or of any of the Members thereof, as such 
Members, is hereby declared to be an unlawful Assembly, and the 
persons present at the same shall be deemed gnilty of a Misdemeanour. 

AND whereas divers Statutes have from time to time been passed 
'5 for the suppression of dangerous Associations’ and Assemblies in " r S”m. 
Ireland, but the same’ have been by various shifts and devices evaded ■ P owered w 
And whereas in the present state of Ireland it is expedient that for 5555fa* 
the time to be hereby limited, a power should be vested in the Lord 
Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, by his or 
20 their Proclamation or Order,’ to prohibit or suppress any Association, ' 

Assembly or Meeting of persons in Ireland, which he or they shall deem 
to be dangerous to the public peace or safety, or inconsistent with the due 
administration of the law ; BE it therefore Enacted, That it shall and 
may be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland, by his or their Proclamation or Order, to prohibit 
A „ 
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or suppress the meeting of anj Association, Assembly or body of persons 
in Ireland, which he or they shall deem to be dangerous to the public 
peace or safety, or inconsistent with the due administration of the law, 
or any adjourned, renewed or otherwise continued meeting of the same’ 
or of any part thereof, under any name, pretext or device whatsoever. 5 

And be it further Enacted, That any two Justices of the peace, 
to whom such Proclamation or Order shall be given or transmitted by 
the direction of the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland, for the purpose of being enforced, shall and may 
proceed, with such assistance as shall be necessary, to the place where 10 
such Association, Assembly or Meeting of persons is held, and require 
and demand admission into any house, room or place whatever, when 
the said two Justices shall have good reason to believe, upon infor- 
mation on oath, that such unlawful Association, Assembly or Meeting of 
persons is held, and shall and may, in case they shall be refused adrnis- ] r 
sion, enter therein by force ; aod one of the said Justices, or some other 
person by order of the said Justices or of one of them, shall then and 
there read or repeat aloud to the persons so assembled, a command 
or notice to disperse, in the words or to the effect following; (that is to 
say) “ Our Sovereign Lord the King chargeth and commandeth all 20 
“ persons being assembled, immediately to disperse themselves, and 
“ peaceably to depart, upon the pains contained in the Act made in the 
“ Tenth J ear of 1116 re ‘g“ of King Geokge the Fourth, for the 
“ Suppression of dangerous Associations or Assemblies in Ireland.” 

And be it further Enacted, That the persons so met or assembled 25 
together shall forthwith disperse and depart; and in ease any one or 
more of the persons so met or assembled together as aforesaid shall not 
disperse and depart within the space of One quarter of an hour 
from the time of such notice or command being given, it shall be lawful 
for the same, or any two Justices of the peace then present, to cause 3» 
the person or persons so refusing or neglecting to disperse or depart 
to he apprehended and brought before them ; or such person or persons 
may be afterwards apprehended by a warrant for that purpose to be 
granted by any two Justices of the peace within whose jurisdiction such 
unlawful Meeting or Assembly shall have been held, or such offender 35 
or offenders shall be found; and such offender or offenders shall there- 
upon be proceeded against in a summary way for such offence, before 
any two Justices of the peace before whom he or they may be brought; 
and every person being convicted thereof, either on the view of one 
Justice so present as aforesaid, or on his own confession, or on the 40 
oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses, shall be committed 
to any one of His Majesty’s common gaols or prisons in Ireland for the 
term of Three calendar months, and for a second or an, subsequent of- 
fence against the provisions of this Act, for the term of One whole year. 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That every Justice of the peace to whom 
any Proclamation or Order made in pursuance of this Act shall be 
given or transmitted for the purpose of being enforced, shall, for all the 
purposes of this Act, as well of conviction as otherwise, be empowered 
5 to act as a Justice of the peace within every county, city, town or 
place whatsoever, throughout Ireland. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person shall knowingly 
permit or suffer any meeting of any Association, Assembly or body of 
persons, the meeting whereof have been prohibited or suppressed under 
10 or by virtue of this Act, to be held in any house, building, close, or 
other place to such person belonging, such person, for every such 
offence, shall forfeit to His Majesty the sum of One hundred Pounds, 
to be recovered, with costs of suit, by information to be filed in the 
name of His Majesty’s Attorney General in His Majesty’s court of 
15 Exchequer in Ireland. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case any person shall, after 
the commencement of this Act, pay or contribute any sum or sums of 
money to the Association hereinbefore declared to be suppressed, or to 
any Association or Assembly of persons which shall be hereafter pro- 
20 hibited or suppressed under and by virtue of this Act, or to any person 
or persons whomsoever, by the order or appointment or to the use of 
any such Associations respectively, or acting for or on behalf of such 
Associations respectively, or of any committee or any members 
thereof, as such members, or for or towards any purpose, object 
25 or design of any such Associations or Assemblies respectively, or of 
any Committee or any Members thereof, as s.uch Members, or for 
or towards any purpose, object or design of any such Association or 
Assembly, every person so paying or contributing as aforesaid, under 
any pretext or device whatsoever, shall forfeit and pay, as a penalty for 
30 such offence, Treble the amount of the sum or sums so by him 
contributed and paid against the true intent and meaning of this Act, 
or the sum of Ten Pounds, at the election of His Majesty’s Attorney 
General ; which said sum so forfeited as aforesaid shall be payable 
to and recoverable by any person for that purpose to be named by 
35 His Majesty’s Attorney General, upon information to be laid before 
any two Justices of the peace acting for the county, city, town or place 
wherein such last-mentioned offence shall be committed. 

And be it further Enacted, That the whole of the sums of money so 
paid and contributed as aforesaid against the true intent and meaning of 
40 this Act, shall belong to and be the monies of His Majesty, and the same 
shall become and be deemed to be a debt due to His Majesty from the 
person or persons knowingly receiving or otherwise knowingly having the 
same, which said person or persons shall, over and above any sum or sums 

7. A 2 so 
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so knowingly received or bad by him as aforesaid, forfeit and pay to 
His said Majesty the further sum of Five hundred Pounds, the whole to 
be recovered by information, to be filed in the name of His Majesty’s 
Attorney General, in the same manner as other monies had and 
received to the use of His Majesty are recoverable by law. 5 

ing amount^ AND for the better Discovery of the Amount of the Monies so paid 
of Monies and contributed against the true intent and meaning of this Act: BE it 

subscribed. _ , _ , rr-i ° ’ 

further Enacted, 1 hat every person so receiving or otherwise having the 
same, shall be obliged and compellable to answer, upon oath, any 
information filed in the name of His Majesty’s Attorney General for io 
discovery of the same, and shall not, by plea, demurrer, or otherwise, 
protect himself from giving answer thereto. 



Form of 
Conviction. 



And be it further Enacted, That any Conviction by any Justices of 
the peace, for any offence committed, or any penalty or sum recoverable 
under this Act, shall and may be in the Form following, or in any 15 
words to the like effect, as the case may require ; (that is to sav) 

. I “ BE it Remembered, That on the dav of 

To wit. J . j 

m the year of our Lord One thousand eight 
“ hundred and at in the 

“ county of A. O. of in the county 2Q 

of is convicted before us, two of His Ma- 

“ jesty’s Justices of the peace for the county of 
“ For that he the said A. O. did not depart within one quarter 
“ of an hour after command had been given by us [if the 
“ convicting Justices be not the same, state by whom the 25 
“ command was given] for that purpose to an Assembly or 
“ Meeting of persons prohibited by a Proclamation of the 
“ Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, made on the 
“ day of and which Proclamation we [to be 

“ altered, as before, according to the fact] were ordered to 
“ enforce : For which offence the said A. O. is hereby ad- 3 ° 
“ judged by us, by force of the Statute made in the Tenth 
“ year of the reign of King George the Fourth, to be com- 
“ mitted to His Majesty’s gaol at in 

“ and for to be there imprisoned for 

“ the term of Three Calendar months. [In case of a second 35 
“ conviction, say for ihe term of One whole year, he the said 
“ A. O. having been previously convicted of another offence 
“ against the said Statute.] Given, &c. Or, For that he 
“ the said A. B. did pay and contribute the sum of 
“ t( > the Association suppressed by an Act made and passed in 
the Tenth year of the reign of King George the Fourth 
[or, if the case be so, to an Association prohibited or sup- 
“ pressed under and by virtue of an Act made in the Tenth 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



323 



( 5 ) 



“ year of the reign of King Geouge the Fourth, against the 
“ force of the said Act.] Wherefore we do adjudge that he 
“ the said A. B. hath forfeited the sum of 

being treble the value of the sum so paid and 
5 “ contributed [or, if the case be so, the sum of Ten Pounds , 

“ being the sum elected by His Majesty’s Attorney General] 
“ and that he do pay the same to In 

“ witness, &c. 

And be it further Enacted, That any Conviction under this Act shall 
io not be removeable by certiorari or otherwise, but the same shall be 
binding and conclusive to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 
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And be it further Enacted, That every prosecution, action and suit, 
which shall be brought or commenced against any Justice or Justices of 
the peace, Constable, Peace Officer, or other person or persons, for 
any thing done or acted in pursuance of this Act, shall be commenced 
within Three calendar months next after the fact committed, and not 
afterwards ; and the venue in every such action or suit shall be laid in 
the proper county where the fact was committed, and not elsewhere ; 
and the defendant or defendants in every such suit or action shall and 
may plead the General Issue, and give this Act and the special matter in 
evidence at any trial to be had thereupon ; and if such prosecution, 
action or suit, shall be brought or commenced after the time limited for 
bringing the same, or the venue shall be laid in any other place than as 
aforesaid, then the jury shall find a verdict for the traverser or traversers, 
or defendant or defendants ; and in such case, or if the jury shall find 
a verdict for the defendant or defendants upon the merits, or if the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuit, or discontinue his or their 
action after appearance, or if, upon demurrer, judgment shall be given 
against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall 
have Double costs, which he or they shall and may recover in such and 
the same manner as any defendant can by law in other cases. 



And be it further Enacted, That this Act may be altered, amended 
or repealed, by any Act or Acts to be passed in this present Session of 
Parliament 



And be it Enacted, That this Act shall commence and be of 
force from and after the expiration of Ten days from and after the 
passing thereof, and not sooner ; and that so much thereof as relates to 
the Catholic Association shall be perpetual, and the residue thereof 
shall continue in force for One Year from the day of passing this Act, 
and until the End of the then next Session of Parliament. 
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